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Reading's Emily Chen (back row, second from right) is heading to the Junior
Olymptes in Ohio next month.

Emily Chen qualifies for Jr. Olympics

Reading resident Emily
Chen. an H-year-old rhyth-
ic gy mnast, has qualified
for the 2008 Level 5 USA Ju-
nior Olynipic Compulsory
Championship, which will
take place on June 5-8 in
Colimbus, Ohio.

Enmily qualified for the
national competition by
placing hrst all-around at

the Rhythmic Region 4
Championship, which took
place in Newton in April.
This is the first time
Emily has qualified for a na-
tional event. When not par-
ticipating in NESA's rhyth-
mic gymnastics program,
Emily is a member of the
ACAS Traditional Chinese
Dance Troupe and a fifth

grader at the Birch Meadow
Elementary School in Read-
ing.

Emily practices at thq
New England Sports Acad:
emy and is coached by Vars
duhi Nahapetyan. Emily
joins nine other NESA
rhythmic gymnastics tean
members who qualified for
the national tournament. ¢
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